
 

 

We are now into Week 5 of Remote Learning and staff, students and families are to be 
commended on their excellent efforts.  Everyone has shown they have the ability and capacity 
to not only adjust to new ways of learning, but the flexibility to change and adapt as they go. 
We’ve just heard the announcement that school will return in a staggered format over the 
coming weeks and I have no doubt that we’ll all work together to make this transition as smooth 
as possible for all in our community. 
 
Anzac Day Commemorations 
It was with much sadness that we weren’t able to commemorate Anzac Day together in the 
usual ways this year.  However our community stood strong and chose their own ways to 
honour and respect our current and former soldiers and those who sacrificed their lives for the 
freedom we enjoy today.  In my own home, with my husband and two children we awoke before 
6am, lit a fire in our backyard and put up the Australian flag.  We listened to the Dawn Service 
on the radio and stood silently as the Last Post was played.  Afterwards we enjoyed watching 
the sunrise (it was a truly magnificent morning) and the kids cooked marshmallows on the fire. 
This Anzac Day has started a new tradition for our family and we hope to continue this in years 
to come, hopefully with other family members being able to join us to commemorate such a 
special day.  I asked our staff and school families how they commemorated Anzac Day this year 
and here are their stories: 
 
Anzac Day 2020 was very different for my family.  Usually after marching with my Dad in 
Lancefield or Romsey, we would venture into the city to join my Dad’s mates which he served 
with in Vietnam.  This year however was very different, it was quite unique.  As like many 
Australian’s we woke up for a Dawn Service in our driveway.  The letters Anzac were scribed on 
our fire pit.  We tuned into the  Service on Triple M.  The silence of dawn sends a shiver down 
my spine thinking of all those who fought for our country at such a young age who sacrificed 
their lives for us to live in a free country.  The sound of the bugle playing brings tears to my 
eyes.  I can see my children across the fire pit wearing their Great Grandfather and 
Grandfathers jackets that they returned home in.  Medals proudly worn.  Amazing how young 
they are but know how important this day is to our family.  After coffees and a few chats with the 
neighbours we had a Gunfire breakfast complete with eggs, bacon and beans.  At 11am we 
marched in our driveway proudly next to my father.  Although we could not attend the usual 
reunion of my Dad’s company, a zoom meeting full of laughter and banter made our day feel not 
so isolated but connected to our “Anzac Family”.  I think this Anzac Day we will always 
remember that nothing will break the Aussie spirit in showing gratitude to those who have 
served and those who are still in active service or still living with the personal sacrifice of war. 
We will Remember them.  Lest We Forget.  Mrs Stevens (Learning Support Officer) 
 



We combined performing arts and learning about Anzac Day!  We have been reading GI Judy 
and learning about war animals.  So we made our German Shorthaired Pointer Milo into Judy, 
the WWII English Pointer; HMS Grasshopper mascot, Japanese plane detector, POW and 
Dickin Medal recipient.  We also made poppies and read some excerpts from my great 
grandfather’s war diary.  He was in one of the first parties that landed at Gallipoli in 1915. 
The Way Family 
 
To celebrate Anzac Day my family made a wreath made of olive branches, rosemary and 
geraniums.  We also made some Anzac biscuits, and made a bonfire in our driveway at 5:55am, 
(which was very tiring) and did a driveway moment of silence.  Benjamin (Yr 6) 
 
In the morning we got up to be at our front gate at six o’clock.  We listened to the ‘Last Post’. 
We got a photo of me and my brother at sunrise. Daniel (Yr 4) 
 
On Anzac day I watched all of the Australian singers on TV sing their songs.  Summer (Yr 3) 
 
On ANZAC day we woke up at 5.30am and we lit a fire and roasted marshmallows, we watched 
the dawn service because ANZAC day is very important for Dad and we wanted to 
commemorate it with him.  Lachlan (Yr 4) & Kieran (Yr 2) 
 
I made a paper soldier at Kids Zone to commemorate Anzac Day.  Austin (Yr 1) 
 
 
Mother’s Day 
Last weekend we celebrated Mother’s Day.  Once again it was a celebration with a difference as 
many of us were unable to see our own mother’s on this day due to isolation restrictions. 
Thankfully with technology we’re able to talk on the phone or see each other through our 
screens but it’s not quite the same.  I know we all look forward to gathering with our mums and 
extended families as the restrictions begin to ease.  Our amazing Parent Action Group (PAG) at 
St Mary’s had already ordered all the Mother’s Day gifts that students usually choose for their 
mum in the week leading up to Mother’s Day.  But obviously because we’ve all been in remote 
learning this was not possible.  So our PAG ladies put together all the gifts for each family and 
together with staff delivered the Mother’s Day presents along with an art activity for the students 
just in time for Mother’s Day!  These gifts were so gratefully received by all, we had so much 
positive feedback that we just wanted to say a huge thankyou to our PAG for this great idea and 
taking the time out of their day to make all our mum’s feel special on theirs - so thank you! 
We asked students to share with us what they did to spoil their mum on Mother’s Day and 
here’s what they said -  
 
We made our mum cards and gave her lots of lovely presents in the morning.  Our Dad made 
French Toast for breakfast and afterwards we all went for a walk.  During the day we planted a 
new vegie garden and for dinner Dad made a lamb roast.  I think Mum had a great day!  
Harry (Yr 4) & Isla (Yr 2) 
 
On Mother's Day I gave mum presents and we went to Sunbury to go shopping. Isabelle (Yr 5) 
 
I made mum breaky in bed - banana, cold milk and chocolate!  Carolann (Prep) 
 



On Mother’s Day I helped mum do all the chores.  Summer (Yr 3) 
 
We made mum pancakes in bed!  Axel (Prep), Austin (Yr 1) & April (Yr 2) 
 
We sat on the couch together and mum opened presents.  She got a rice cooker and she can 
make anything!  Mollie (Prep) 
 
I made my mum a picture for Mother’s Day.  Riley (Yr 1) 
 
Family Week 2020 
Every year we celebrate Family Week at St Mary’s.  As we are all at home and cannot celebrate 
as a school community we sent home a Liturgy for families to participate in as well as offering 
families a screen free day during the week (so no classes!) and some suggested activities that 
they can do together as a family. 
This year’s Family Week theme was ‘Building Connections in the Spirit of Hope’.  Hope is a 
powerful and transformative idea - especially for the lives of the most vulnerable in our 
community.  This year’s Family Week theme focused on providing hope for families, while 
building the rich, broad and meaningful connections that promote resilience in a family and a 
community. 
 
Taking part in Family Week is a great opportunity for children to come together to celebrate and 
reflect on the relationships in their lives.  We hope that all our families were able to take some 
time out together during this week and really appreciate how lucky they are to have each other.  
 
We spent the day at Torquay beach today.  This is one of our favourite places - warm or cold 
weather, we love to walk along the beach, paddle and explore in the rock pools and eat ice 
creams and yes fish n chips for lunch.  Was the perfect break and really lifted our spirits. 
The Evans Family 
 
We look forward to seeing all our St Mary’s families again in the coming weeks as school begins 
to return. 
 
Jo Shannon (Community Liaison Leader) 
 
 


